
Kernov Style Cabinet

:ĂŵĞƐ�<ĞƌŶŽǀ �/ŶƐƉŝƌĞĚ�ŐĞŶĞƌĂƟŽŶƐ�ŽĨ�ǁ ŽŽĚǁ ŽƌŬĞƌƐ�ǁ ŝƚŚ�ŚŝƐ�ďĞĂƵƟĨƵů�ĐĂďŝŶĞƚƐ�ĂŶĚ�ŚŝƐ�ƐƚƌĂŝŐŚƞŽƌǁ ĂƌĚ�ƉŚŝůŽƐŽƉŚǇ�ŽĨ�ĐƌĞĂƟǀ ŝƚǇ͘��

, Ğ�ƉƌĞƐĞŶƚĞĚ�ŚŝƐ�ƌĞĨƌĞƐŚŝŶŐůǇ�ŇƵŝĚ�ŝĚĞŽůŽŐǇ�ŽĨ�ǁ ŽŽĚǁ ŽƌŬ�ŝŶ�ĨŽƵƌ�ďŽŽŬƐ�ŽŶ�ƚŚĞ�Ăƌƚ�ŽĨ�ĐĂďŝŶĞƚ�ŵĂŬŝŶŐ�ƚŚĂƚ�ǀ ĂƵůƚĞĚ�Śŝŵ�ĨƌŽŵ�Ă�ůŝƩ ůĞ�

ŬŶŽǁ Ŷ�ĐƌĂŌƐŵĂŶ�ŝŶƚŽ�Ă�ƐĂǁ ĚƵƐƚ�ƐƵƉĞƌƐƚĂƌ͘��

:ĂŵĞƐ͛ �ƉŚŝůŽƐŽƉŚǇ�ǁ ĂƐ�ŶŽƚ�ĐŽŵƉůŝĐĂƚĞĚ͗ �ĚŽ�ƐŽůŝĚ͕ �ƐĂƟƐĨǇŝŶŐ�ǁ ŽƌŬ�ĂŶĚ�ůĞƚ�ƚŚĞ�ǁ ŽŽĚ�ĚŽ�ƚŚĞ�ƚĂůŬŝŶŐ͘��, Ğ�ďĞůŝĞǀ ĞĚ�ŝŶ�ůĞƫ ŶŐ�ƚŚĞ�����

ŶĂƚƵƌĂů�ďĞĂƵƚǇ�ŽĨ�ƚŚĞ�ǁ ŽŽĚ�ĚƌĂǁ �ƉĞŽƉůĞ�ŝŶƚŽ�ƚŚĞ�ƉŝĞĐĞ�ĂŶĚ�ĐĂƉƚƵƌĞ�ƚŚĞŝƌ�ŝŵĂŐŝŶĂƟŽŶ͘ ��>ŝŬĞ�ŵĂǇ�ŽƚŚĞƌƐ�/�ǁ ĂƐ�ŝŶƐƉŝƌĞĚ�ƚŽ�ďƵŝůĚ�

ƉŝĞĐĞƐ�ŝŶ�ƚŚĞ�͞ <ĞƌŶŽǀ ͟ �ƐƚǇůĞ͘��dŚŝƐ�ŝŶĐůƵĚĞƐ�ǁ ĂŶƟŶŐ�ƚŽ�ďƵŝůĚ�Ă�ĐĂďŝŶĞƚ�ƚŚĞ�ǁ ĂǇ�ŚĞ�ǁ ŽƵůĚ�ŚĂǀ Ğ�ĚŽŶĞ�ŝƚ͘ ��

t ŚĞŶ�/�ƌĞĐĞŝǀ ĞĚ�ƐŽŵĞ�ďĞĂƵƟĨƵůůǇ�Į ŐƵƌĞĚ�ŵĂŐŶŽůŝĂ�ǁ ŽŽĚ�ĨƌŽŵ�:ĞĂŶ��ĞĐŶĞů�/�ŬŶĞǁ �ƚŚĂƚ�ƚŚĞ�ƟŵĞ�ƚŽ�ƚĂĐŬůĞ�ŵǇ�ĐĂďŝŶĞƚ�ŚĂĚ�ĐŽŵĞ͘�

/�ďĞŐĂŶ�ďǇ�ƉůĂŶŶŝŶŐ�ŽƵƚ�ƚŚĞ�ďĂƐŝĐ�ĚĞƐŝŐŶ�ŝĚĞĂ�ƚŚĂƚ�/�ǁ ĂŶƚĞĚ�ĂŶĚ�ĚƌĞǁ �ŝƚ�ƵƉ�ŝŶ�̂ ŬĞƚĐŚhƉ͘ ���ŌĞƌ�ƚǁ Ž�Žƌ�ƚŚƌĞĞ�ǀ ĂƌŝĂƟŽŶƐ�/�ƐĞƩ ůĞĚ�ŽŶ�

cabinet idea. I then started the actual project by laying out the rough pieces on the lumber to see how I could make the pieces

ǁ ŽƌŬ�ŝŶ�ŚĂƌŵŽŶǇ�;Žƌ�Ăƚ�ůĞĂƐƚ�Ă�ĐůŽƐĞ�ŝŵŝƚĂƟŽŶ�ŽĨ�ŝƚͿ͘��dŚĞŶ�ĐĂŵĞ�ƚŚĞ�ŵŝůůŝŶŐ͘

��EĞǆƚ͕ �/ƚ�ǁ ĂƐ�Žī �ƚŽ�ƚŚĞ�ůƵŵďĞƌ�ǇĂƌĚ�ƚŽ�ŐĞƚ�ƐŽŵĞ�t ĂůŶƵƚ͘ ��/�ƌĞƉĞĂƚĞĚ�ƚŚĞ�ƐĂŵĞ�ƉƌŽĐĞƐƐ�ŽĨ�ĐƵƫ ŶŐ͕�ŵŝůůŝŶŐ͕�ĂŶĚ�ƐƟĐŬĞƌŝŶŐ�ǁ ŝƚŚ�ƚŚĞ�

walnut as I did with the magnolia accept with the walnut not everything was milled into boards. In this case I also needed some leg

blanks.

D ĂŐŶŽůŝĂ�ŝƐ�Ă�ĨĂŝƌůǇ�ƐŽŌ�ǁ ŽŽĚ�ĂŶĚ�ŝƚ�ũŽŝŶƚĞĚ�ĂŶĚ�

planed out nicely. Note the Spaulding and Post

Beatle holes that give it great character.

�ŌĞƌ�ƉůĂŶŶŝŶŐ�ƚŚĞ�ƌĂǁ �ǁ ŽŽĚ�ŽƵƚ�ŝŶƚŽ�ǁ ŝĚĞ�ƉůĂŶŬƐ�/�

ƐƚĂĐŬĞĚ�ĂŶĚ�ƐƟĐŬĞƌĞĚ�Ăůů�ŽĨ�ŝƚ�ŝŶ�ŵǇ�ƐŚŽƉ�ƚŽ�ůĞƚ�ŝƚ�

acclimate for several weeks.



:ŽŝŶƟŶŐ�Ă�ďĞĂŵ�ŽĨ�ǁ ĂůŶƵƚ͘ ��/ƚ�ŝƐ�ƵƐƵĂůůǇ�ĐŚĞĂƉĞƌ�ƚŽ�

joint and cut it yourself, if you can. A happy

benefit is you can cut the wood so that the grain 

runs the way you want in all your pieces.

t ŚĞŶ�ĐƵƫ ŶŐ�ŽƵƚ�ůĞŐƐ�ŝƚ�ŝƐ�Ă�ŐŽŽĚ�ŝĚĞĂ�ƚŽ�ůŽŽŬ�Ăƚ�

the grain and growth rings to get a pleasing look.

E ŽƟĐĞ�ƚŚĞ�ĐĂďŝŶĞƚ�ŵĂŬĞƌƐ�ƚƌŝĂŶŐůĞ�ƚŚĂƚ�ŚĞůƉƐ�ŬĞĞƉ�

ƚŚĞ�ŽƌŝĞŶƚĂƟŽŶ�ŽĨ�ĨĂĐĞƐ�ŝŶ�ŽƌĚĞƌ�ƚŚĞ�ǁ ĂǇ�ǇŽƵ�

want. This works great if you remember to look at

it….

I sawed the leg blanks out of the walnut beam. As

best I could I oriented the grain to make the grains

more uniform across all the legs.

Next, I planed the leg blanks to thickness. I pur-

posefully cut the legs thicker than I needed and

then crept up on the final thickness that I wanted. 



, ĞƌĞ�ĂƌĞ�ƚŚĞ�ůĞŐ�ďůĂŶŬƐ͘ ��E ŽƟĐĞ�ƚŚĂƚ�ƚŚĞƌĞ�ĂƌĞ�Į ǀ Ğ�

blanks here. Ever make a mistake? Well, right,

me neither...but, it doesn’t hurt to be prepared.

Using a crosscut sled I cut the legs to length.

D ĂŬĞ�ƐƵƌĞ�ƚŚĂƚ�Ăůů�ĐƌŽƐƐĐƵƚƐ�ĂƌĞ�ƐƋƵĂƌĞ͘����ůŝƩ ůĞ�

slip up here and my legs could sit uneven on the

floor.  Note the mark in chalk on the side face.  

dŚŝƐ�ŝƐ�ůĞŌ�Žǀ Ğƌ�ĨƌŽŵ�ƚŚĞ�ŵŝůůŝŶŐ͘��/ƚ�ǁ ĂƐ�ŵǇ�ƚƌƵĞ�

face indicator to show the reference face.

Using a dovetail jig I routed out the joint for the

ĐĂƐĞ�ŽĨ�ƚŚĞ�ĐĂďŝŶĞƚ͘ ��dŚĞ�ƐŽŌŶĞƐƐ�ĂŶĚ�ďƌŝƩ ůĞŶĞƐƐ�

of the magnolia wood proved to be a challenge

ƐŝŶĐĞ�ĐƵƫ ŶŐ�ƚŚĞ�ĚŽǀ ĞƚĂŝůƐ�ƚĞŶĚĞĚ�ƚŽ�ĐĂƵƐĞ�ĐŚŝƉ�

out.

�ŌĞƌ�ĐƵƫ ŶŐ�ƚŚĞ�ũŽŝŶƚƐ͕ �/�ĐŚĞĐŬĞĚ�ĨŽƌ�Į ƚ ͘ ��KŶĐĞ�/�

was sure of the fit I cleaned up the corners to in-

sure a very clean edge with a sharp block plane.

My alignment was off about a 64th of an inch.  The 

surest and easiest way to bring the case into

parallel was to use a plane to square things up.



^ŝŶĐĞ�ŵǇ�ĐĂďŝŶĞƚ�ǁ ŝůů�ŶĞĞĚ�Ă�ďĂĐŬ�ŝƚ�ǁ ĂƐ�ƟŵĞ�ƚŽ�

rout out the rabbet along the back edge for the

back panels to fit in to.  I used a 1/4 inch rabbet 

bit in the router. I took special care not to route

out the of the stop rabbets on the side panels.

The next picture gives you a look at those.

Using a sharp chisel I squared up the rounded

ĞŶĚƐ�ůĞŌ�ďǇ�ƚŚĞ�ƌŽƵƚĞƌ�ŝŶ�ƚŚĞ�ƐƚŽƉ�ƌĂďďĞƚƐ͘ �E ŽƟĐĞ�

the protrusion of the dovetail joints. I will clean

those up once I am sure of everything being

ƐƋƵĂƌĞ�ĂŶĚ�ƟŐŚƚ͘

/�ŚĂǀ Ğ�ƚŽ�ƐĂǇ�ƚŚĂƚ�ƚŚĞ�ŵĂŐŶŽůŝĂ�ƉůĂŶĞƐ�ƉƌĞƩǇ�ǁ Ğůů͕�

ďƵƚ�ŝƚ�ĚŽĞƐ�ƚĞŶĚ�ƚŽ�ƉŽǁ ĚĞƌ�Ă�ůŝƩ ůĞ͘��, ĞƌĞ�/�ƵƐĞĚ�Ă��

5 1/2 bench plane to clean up the end grain on the

dovetail joints. Note how I am using the end of

my bench to support the boards flat while also 

clamping them firmly in place.  

Unfortunately, I forgot to take pictures of most of

ƚŚĞ�ŶĞǆƚ�ƐƚĞƉƐ�ŝŶ�ĐŽŶƐƚƌƵĐƟŽŶ–�ŵŽƵŶƟŶŐ�ƚŚĞ�

shelves and divider in dadoes. Fortunately this is

ŶŽƚ�Ă�ĐŽŵƉůŝĐĂƚĞĚ�ŽƉĞƌĂƟŽŶ�ŝŶǀ Žůǀ ŝŶŐ�ŽŶůǇ�Ă�ŐŽŽĚ�

router and a clamped straight edge to guide it at

90 degrees. I used a small router plane and a chis-

el to clean up some of the dadoes as you can see.



, ĞƌĞ�ŝƐ�ƚŚĞ�ĐĂďŝŶĞƚ�ĐĂƌĐĂƐƐ�ƉƵƚ�ƚŽŐĞƚŚĞƌ͘��/�ĚĂĚŽĞĚ��ƚŚĞ�ƐŝĚĞƐ�ĂŶĚ�ƚŚĞ�ƐŚĞůǀ ĞƐ�ǁ ŚĞƌĞ�ƚŚĞ�ǀ ĞƌƟĐĂů�Ěŝǀ ŝĚĞƌ�ǁ ŽƵůĚ�ŐŽ�

between the shelves. I then cut  tenons on the shelves and divider to match the dadoes with a snug fit and then 

glued them in the front inch of the dadoes only. This will allow the wood to expand and contract seasonally as

humidity increases and decreases. This is always a concern when building with solid wood.

zŽƵ�ŵĂǇ�ŶŽƟĐĞ�ƚŚĂƚ�/�ĂůƐŽ�ďĞŐĂŶ�ĂƉƉůǇŝŶŐ�Ă�ƉŽůǇƵƌĞƚŚĂŶĞ�Į ŶŝƐŚ ͘ ��/�ŽŶůǇ�ƉƵƚ�ŽŶ�Ă�ĐŽĂƚ�Žƌ�ƚǁ Ž�ƚŽ�ƐĞĂů�ƚŚĞ�ǁ ŽŽĚ�ĂŶĚ�

Őŝǀ Ğ�ŵǇƐĞůĨ�Ă�ƐĂƟƐĨǇŝŶŐ�ůŽŽŬ�Ăƚ�ǁ ŚĂƚ�ƚŚĞ�Į ŶĂů�ƉƌŽĚƵĐƚ�ǁ ŝůů�ďĞ�ůŝŬĞ͘

EĞǆƚ�/�ǁ ŝůů�ƐƚĂƌƚ�ŽŶ�ƚŚĞ�:ĂƉĂŶĞƐĞ�ŝŶŇƵĞŶĐĞĚ�ǁ ĂůŶƵƚ�ƐƚĂŶĚ�ĂŶĚ�ƚŚĞ�ƚŽƉ�ĂŶĚ�ďŽƩ Žŵ�ƉĂŶĞůƐ�ƚŚĂƚ�ĂƌĞ�ĂůƐŽ�ŽĨ�ǁ ĂůŶƵƚ͘ ��

I will then build and fit the panel doors to the case and mount them on knife hinges.  Lastly, I will need ship lap 

the walnut back panels and fit them to the back of the case.

MORE TO COME...

��ƉƌĞƩǇ�

good result


